96                         A SYSTEM OF MAGIC*

business; and that accordingly he did so, and pre-
vailed.

Whether Satan did it thus, or by any other
method of insinuation, we are not sure, but it is very
probable it was by a dream : nor is it clear to me,
that the Devil had ever any other way, but by dream
or apparition, to come at the intelligent faculties of
man. It is evident he does suggest evil; now he
must do it sleeping or waking; if sleeping, it must
be by a dream, in which he does but imitate the
good spirit, which, as the Scripture says plainly, and
gives a multitude of instances of it, opens the un-
derstandings of men in the night visions, and seals
their instructions ; nor is it a new practice of Satan
to mimick and imitate his Maker, in the measures
and operations of his wisdom with mankind.

But be that as it will, we are sure the Devil does
communicate his malicious proposals of mischief to
mankind; you have two eminent examples of it in
Scripture, which are too plain, and too direct to
my purpose here, to admit any dispute; first, in the
case of David, and his project of numbering the
people, it is said expressly, 1 Chron. xxi. 1, Satan
moved David to number the people. Where, by the
way, though it was his sin, yet by it we gain a piece
of information, how prodigiously populous the tribes
were at that time, viz., that there were fifteen
hundred and seventy thousand fighting men in only
ten of the tribes, an incredible number to inhabit so
small a spot of ground as the land of Canaan, be-
sides women and children ; but that by the way.

The second example, which renders it out of all
doubt, that Satan has access to the thoughts of
men, is that of Judas, John xiii. 2; Satan put it into
the heart of Judas to betray Christ. Now, I say, as
above, this must be done sleeping, or waking; if
sleeping, it must be by dreams; if waking, it must